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DRS, a less expensive, prompt and effective means to Dispute Resolution
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by Sophia Choi

The American Inns of Court is an 
association of attorneys and judges dedi-
cated to fostering excellence in profes-
sionalism, ethics, civility, and legal skills. 
Our local inn here in Riverside is the Leo 
A. Deegan Inn of Court. The board mem-
bers of the Inn hold a table discussion 
on what would be a good theme for the 
Inn to use for the upcoming year. One 
Past President of the Inn later explained, 
“The Inn’s focus is supposed to be on 
litigation-related topics, and so we try 
to keep that in mind whenever we pick 
a theme.” For program year 2012-2013, 
board member Jeremy Hanson suggested 
a movie theme, and the other board 
members were in consensus.

There were six teams for program 
year 2012-2013. The movies selected 
were Philadelphia, Michael Clayton, 
Kramer vs. Kramer, A Civil Action, The 
Verdict, and Reversal of Fortune. Each 
team focused its presentation on the 
team’s movie selection and the ethical 
issues and dilemmas involved.

The most notable presentation was by 
the team presenting on A Civil Action. The 
members of this group, Team Varner, were 
Justice Carol Codrington, Stefanie Field, 
Chad Firetag, David Werner, Dorothy 
McLaughlin, Kirsten Shea, Connie 
Younger, Sylvia Choi, Sara Morgan, and 
law student Alyson Bashor. A Civil Action 
is a 1998 film about a water contamina-
tion case in Massachusetts that involved 
the leukemia-related deaths of several 
children. In presenting the legal and ethi-
cal issues surrounding this movie, Team 
Varner put on a television commentary 
show, much like that of Nancy Grace. 
Nancy Grace is an American legal com-
mentator and television host. The presen-
tation was done in the form of a television 

the leo a. deegan inn of Court goes to the Movies

show called You Be the Lawyer, presenting the case portrayed in the 
movie of the environmental catastrophe in Woburn, Massachusetts. 
This team was so dedicated to its presentation that the members not 
only dressed for their parts, but also made extravagant props, such as 
the Hollywood sign and television “screens” that they stood behind to 
“be on television.” With their dedicated performance, Team Varner took 
home the Oscar, i.e., the Leo A. Deegan Inn of Court’s recognition for 
the highest-scoring presentation.

Other teams presented in various ways, including guest speakers on 
related issues, vignettes, and other creative forms.

This program year’s presentations were definitely entertaining as 
the Leo A. Deegan Inn of Court went to the movies!

Sophia Choi, a member of the Bar Publications Committee, is a deputy county 
counsel with the County of Riverside.  She is presently serving as President of 

the Asian Pacific American Lawyer of the Inland Empire. 
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